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Welcome  

At Yeovil College University Centre, we are 
proud to deliver a range of practical and 
academic qualifications in the heart of Yeovil 
to support you with the next steps in your 
career journey. Our University Centre offers a 
real alternative to traditional university, where 
you can study higher-level qualifications 
within a personalised environment. All 
qualifications have been designed with local 
employers and industry requirements in mind 
and are flexibly delivered for real people with 
busy time-constrained lives. 

Yeovil College University Centre is constantly 
evolving and expanding its provision, 
introducing new qualifications year-on-year. 
We offer a range of qualification types from 
a Higher National Certificate (HNC) at Level 
4 through to a full Bachelor's Degree at Level 
6, many of which can be studied either full 
or part-time to allow our students to balance 
other life commitments alongside their 
studies. 

Mark Bolton
CEO & Principal of Yeovil College & Yeovil College University Centre

Whether progressing straight from school 
with a Level 3 course or looking to return to 
education after some time away from the 
classroom, we are excited to welcome new 
learners to be part of our supportive and 
diverse student community.  

Mark Bolton  

CEO & Principal
Yeovil College and Yeovil College 
University Centre
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• Dedicated University Centre focused on delivering a high-quality Higher Education 
experience.  

• Smaller class sizes for extra tutorial support. 

• Exciting work placement opportunities.  

• Partnered with prestigious UK universities and educational partners, including University of 
Gloucestershire, University of Plymouth, City & Guilds and Pearson.  

• Qualifications taught by industry experts.  

• No need to travel far and wide as we’re based right here in Yeovil; the heart of South 
Somerset and North and West Dorset.

• Qualifications are practical and vocationally focused.  

• Yeovil College University Centre offers a flexible learning experience, with the option to ‘step 
on and off’ as life and commitments vary.  

• There are Access to Higher Education qualifications for those who aren’t quite ready for 
university-level study yet.

WHY CHOOSE TO STUDY WITH US?  

Yeovil College University Centre works with the University of Plymouth, City & Guilds University 
of Gloucestershire and Pearson, alongside many more professional bodies to bring you a range 
of excellent, industry-recognised qualifications. When you study at Yeovil College University 
Centre your final qualification will be awarded by one of our prestigious partners. You will 
receive a qualification from one of these partners in the same way as others who have physically 
studied at one of our partner organisations.

We work collaboratively as a community to the benefit of our students, ensuring that you have 
local access to a wide range of high-quality appropriate qualifications, excellent teaching, and 
first-class support services.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP
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Higher
Apprenticeship 

(Level 4)
CertHE

Bachelor’s Degree  

A Bachelor’s Degree (often presented as 
a BA, BSc, BEd or BEng depending on 
your subject of study) is an undergraduate 
qualification. This is the qualification that 
people typically think of when considering 
a degree programme at a university and it 
usually involves three years of full-time study, 
or longer if part-time.  

Higher National Certificate (HNC) Higher 
National Diploma (HND)  

Higher National Certificates (HNCs) and 
Higher National Diplomas (HNDs) are 
vocationally based, work-related Higher 
Education qualifications which give you the 
practical, hands-on experience required to 
progress your career. HNC is equivalent to 
the first year and a HND is equivalent to the 
second year of a Bachelor’s Degree.  

Certificate of Higher Education (CertHE) 

Similarly to a HNC, a CertHE is equivalent to 
the first year of a full-time Bachelor’s Degree. 
It can be used to support a career change or 
progression in a current career.

QUALIFICATIONS EXPLAINED

It could also be used as the first step of 
several degree levels to go on to achieve a 
Foundation Degree, a HND or a full honours 
degree.  

Foundation Degree  

Foundation Degrees are Higher Education 
qualifications which equate to the first two 
years of a Bachelor’s Degree and will give you 
sector relevant employability skills appropriate 
for the industry in which you wish to develop 
your career.  

Bachelor’s Degree (Top-Up)  

A Bachelor’s Degree (top-up) will allow you to 
build upon your existing Foundation Degree or 
HND to achieve a Level 6 qualification and help 
you to stand out in a competitive job market.



6 | Discover more at www.ycuc.ac.uk | Take a tour at www.yeovil.ac.uk/campus-tours

“I’m loving studying Engineering at Yeovil 
College University Centre. The practical 
work we get to do is awesome. Every 
time you need help the lecturers are 
there to help you, I’d really recommend 
the Aeronautical Engineering course to 
anyone.”

Muhammad Umar, Aerospace Engineer 
Degree Apprentice with Leonardo

Our University Centre team is made up of experts who are truly passionate about learning and 
helping you to succeed. When you join YCUC, you will see the benefits of this directly. You will 
experience a personalised approach to teaching in a learner-centred, supportive environment.  

Expert Lecturers 

Many of our study programme lecturers have direct experience working in their specialist field, 
making them the perfect figures to learn from. At YCUC we place great value on putting your 
studies into practice and getting you ready to excel in your chosen career.

Want to meet some of our expert lecturers? Visit our online platform, virtual campus tours, to 
find videos from the HE teaching team introducing themselves - www.yeovil.ac.uk

Supportive Environment 

We strive to ensure that our learners receive the upmost support. Our commitment to 
providing a secure and supportive environment along with exceptional teaching enables us to 
foster a positive and progressive environment for learning.

OUTSTANDING TEACHING

*NSS 2022

Our National Student Survey 2022 results speak for themselves!

97% of our learners 
agree that they have 

received helpful 
comments on 
their work.*

97%
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Our students all have one thing in common, 
an uncompromising ambition to learn and 
fulfil their potential. When you join Yeovil 
College University Centre, you become part 
of our community.    

Research Festival  
Each year we host a Research Festival, 
an event to showcase the amazing work 
created by our university-level students 
over the academic year. The 2022 Research 
Festival was certainly one to admire. Each 
presentation showcased a passionate 
exploration of subject topics and each 
presenter demonstrated in-depth analysis of 
thought-provoking questions.

Student Voice   
At Yeovil College University Centre, we value 
your opinion and are always looking for 
feedback from our students. That’s why we 
have a Students’ Union and the opportunity to 
become a student voice representative.

College Clubs, Societies & Events  
Spending quality time with like-minded people 
is important, which is why we have developed 
a range of groups and events for you to join 
during your down-time.  

Graduation   
We love celebrating success and after 
several years of studying, it is only right that 
you have the opportunity to celebrate with 
your friends and family at a very grand and 
formal Graduation Ceremony. Every year, 
Yeovil College University Centre hosts an 
afternoon of celebration at Westlands 
Entertainment Venue where hundreds of 
students enter as graduands and leave 
as graduates. Your awarding university will be 
invited to officially confer you as graduate of 
their institution. It is an occasion not to be 
missed!

CHOOSE A COMMUNITY
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At Yeovil College University Centre, we care personally about each and every one of 
our students and want to set you up to succeed.   

Whether you are taking your first steps into a new career or you’re working towards a promotion, 
we are committed to ensuring you’re ready for the workplace by the time you graduate.   

You can benefit from:   

• Masterclasses, guest lecturers and speakers;   

• Work and industry placements to support your career journey;   

• Relevant industry specific visitors and guests;   

• The option to complete additional professional qualifications;   

• Industry experienced tutors;   

• Qualification appropriate field trips;   

• The opportunity to exhibit and showcase work;   

• Developing analytical and presentation skills;

• Real-work projects, assessments and live briefs;   

• Development of employability skills.   

GET REAL WORLD READY

David Jumphol - FdA in Graphic Design 

“During the Foundation Degree, I have really enjoyed 
working on my business and graphic design ideas for the 
creative entrepreneur module, including creating an Ocean 
Link VR experience for my customers.”
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There are lots of factors to consider when picking a university-level qualification. Look at 
information about the modules each course covers to get a better idea of the topics you’ll be 
studying. Even courses with the same name can look very different at alternative universities 
and colleges.

When you’re thinking about full-time vs. part-time study, it’s important to also consider when 
you’ll be required to be on-campus and how you will fit that around the rest of your life. For 
example, some ‘full-time’ courses at Yeovil College University Centre only require you to be 
in College for one day a week, whereas others are spread over multiple days. Some part-time 
courses only require you to attend in the evenings, whereas with others you’ll be coming in 
during the daytime. 

How will the qualification fit around your life?

When you’re choosing a university-level study programme, you first need to decide 
what qualification you would like to do. There are many different types of university-level 
qualification available. From one-year HNCs to full Bachelor’s Degrees, and everything in 
between. You might choose a route where you study your qualification in one go, or it might 
be that you get your qualification in multiple ‘chunks’ where you have multiple points to 
choose whether to step off, or continue to the next level (e.g. doing a Foundation Degree, and 
then ‘topping up’ to a Bachelor’s Degree).

What type of qualification do you want to do?

SELECTING A QUALIFICATION

Paul Thomas – HNC and HND in Computing 

“Starting education as an adult didn’t originally seem to be 
an available option for me. Yeovil College University Centre 
has been extremely welcoming and supportive in getting to 
know me, and my aspirations around a career change, whilst 
assisting in making this career change initiative a reality.”
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What are Entry Requirements? 

All of our qualifications have a selection of entry requirements which can be found on our 
website. Entry requirements are just one part of the admissions process. We also interview 
applicants to ensure we’re getting the full picture of someone’s suitability for the course.  

Are Entry Requirements Different for People Aged 21+?  

Yes, for many of our qualifications we will gladly accept applications from people who will be 
aged 21+ when their course starts, who might not hold the formal qualifications we’d normally 
ask for but have alternative relevant experience. If you are over 21 and are interested in applying 
but are unsure whether you’ve got the right qualifications or experience, we’d encourage you 
to get in touch.  

What About GCSE English and Maths?  

Lots of our qualifications require you to hold GCSE English & Maths, or equivalent. When we 
say ‘or equivalent’ that might be something like a Functional Skills Level 2 qualification. For 
some courses, these qualifications are desirable, but not essential. We offer both GCSE and 
Functional Skills courses at the College, so it might be that we can support you to get your 
GCSE (or equivalent) before your programme starts. In many cases, you are able to study the 
GCSEs free of charge, if you don’t already have them. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

97% of our learners 
agree that staff 

are good at 
explaining things.*

Looking to find out more about 
applying to Yeovil College 

University Centre?

 Visit us on campus at the Adult & 
University Centre Information Event 

- Thursday 23 March 2023.

97%

*NSS 2022

Leonie Dash - FdA in Media

“The facilities we got to use whilst studying were incredible 
and really helped our learning experience. I’ve always had a 
passion for media, specifically platforms like YouTube, and so 
studying for the FdA helped me to develop my skills further.”
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Full-Time  

If you’re applying for a full-time course, you need to apply using a website called UCAS. UCAS 
are the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service and they oversee applications for most 
full-time courses in the country. UCAS have lots of helpful information about how to apply, 
which you can find on their website.  

If you are currently at 6th Form or college, then a member of staff there is likely to be able to 
help you with your application – it might be your tutor, a Careers Advisor, or there might be a 
dedicated staff member to help with university applications.  

If you are an adult returning to study, you are more than welcome to get in touch with the 
Yeovil College University Centre team for advice and guidance on how to apply.

Part-Time 

If you’re applying for a part-time course (including the Level 5 Diploma in Education and 
Training) then you won’t use UCAS. Instead, you need to complete a part-time application 
form. Email university.centre@yeovil.ac.uk or call 01935 845454, and we will send you a copy.

Application Timeline 

Applications open in early September, one year before your course will begin.  

In mid-January (about nine months before the course is due to begin) there is a date called the 
‘equal consideration deadline’. All applications received by this date must be considered equally 
by universities and colleges. Visit ucas.com for more information.

With the vast majority of courses, Yeovil College University Centre will continue to consider 
applicants right up until the start of September, provided there are spaces left on the course.  

Occasionally, we run courses which start in-year. Information about these will be available via 
our website and social media.  

How can I find out more? 

Get in touch with our friendly team by emailing university.centre@yeovil.ac.uk or calling 01935 
845454. Alternatively, visit the Yeovil College University Centre section of our website for more 
useful information - www.ycuc.ac.uk

HOW TO APPLY
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We understand that financial considerations 
are an important part of the university 
application decision-making process, and we 
are here to offer support.  

What do you need to consider?  

There are two main things to consider when 
thinking about finance. The first is how you 
will cover the tuition fee cost of your course. 
For Yeovil College University Centre courses, 
you can find tuition fee amounts on our 
website, in ‘Policies and Reports’, in the Yeovil 
College University Centre section.  

The second is how you will cover your living 
costs – rent, bills and other outgoings.  

Tuition Fee Loan  

Many students are able to get a Tuition Fee 
Loan from Student Finance to cover their 
tuition fees. For full eligibility criteria head to 
www.gov.uk/student-finance. This is money 
which is paid directly from Student Finance to 
your university or college.  

Maintenance Loan  

Many students are able to apply for a 
Maintenance Loan from Student Finance to 
help support with living costs during their 
studies. The amount you’ll be able to get will 
depend on a range of criteria, including the 
course you are studying, where you live, and 
your household income. 

For full eligibility criteria head to 
www.gov.uk/student-finance.

FUNDING AND 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Repayment  

You will only start making repayments if your 
income is over the repayment threshold, 
which is currently £27,295 (correct as of 
August 2022).

If your income falls below the repayment 
threshold, your repayments will stop and 
only restart when your income is over the 
threshold again.  

Thirty years after you’re due to start making 
repayments, any loan plus interest remaining 
will be cancelled. Interest is chargeable on 
student loans, at variable rates depending on 
your circumstances.  

For full information about terms, conditions, 
and repayment head to www.gov.uk/student-
finance.  

Extra Support  

If you are a full-time student with children, 
or you have an adult who depends on you 
financially, you may be eligible for additional 
support through a Childcare Grant, Parents’ 
Learning Allowance or Adult Dependants’ 
Grant. Visit www.gov.uk/student-finance to 
find out more.  

Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSAs)  

DSAs are grants to help pay the essential 
extra costs you might have as a direct result 
of your disability, including a long-term 
health condition, mental-health condition or 
specific learning difficulty, such as Dyslexia or 
Dyspraxia. You don’t need to pay these back. 
Visit gov.uk/student-finance to find out more. 
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STUDY IN A WAY THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

At Yeovil College University Centre, we put our main focus on making our provision accessible 
to all. The way we teach, and the qualifications we offer, mean that students of all ages can join 
us and be set up in a way that allows them to excel in their studies.  

We welcome students who are returning to study as an adult and understand that everyone has 
competing life commitments. Helping our learners to balance university-level study alongside 
these commitments is something we pride ourselves on.  

How exactly do we do this? 

Flexible Learning  

Not only do we offer qualifications with the 
option to step-on and-off, we also make 
sure that your timetabled learning hours 
are as flexible as possible. For many of our 
courses, there is the option to study either 
full or part-time.  For example, when we say 
full-time study, this typically equates to one or 
two days of teaching a week. 

Smaller Class Sizes 

We make a point of keeping our class sizes 
small and this is for an important reason. We 
want each of our students to feel as though 
they are known and recognised, not just a 
number. When you join YCUC, you join a 
tight-knit community.

A Dedicated Support Network  

The YCUC team will always do everything 
within their power to help a YCUC student to 
succeed and achieve their goals. The team 
is made up of the perfect blend of experts 
to ensure we have all areas covered, from 
pastoral support to careers advice, we’ve got 
you.  

Expert Teaching  

Our team of expert lecturers are well 
practiced in teaching and understand you 
might be joining us with varying levels of 
experience in areas such as academic writing 
and technological skills. With their support, 
we are confident each and every one of 
our learners will have the tools they need to 
succeed.
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The team at Yeovil College University Centre 
are truly committed to putting you first and 
will go out of their way to find personalised 
solutions which make your life easier. We 
pride ourselves on being friendly, supportive, 
and totally student-focused; this sets us apart.  

Our areas of support include:  

Wellbeing and Pastoral Support  

Whether it’s organising your workload, 
building your confidence, managing the 
step up to university-level study or worries 
about wellbeing, our friendly Student Support 
Officers are there to provide a listening ear, 
practical support and signposting.   

Careers Support  

We provide supportive, expert advice to help 
you decide what your post-YCUC plans are 
and help you to get there.   

Additional Learning Support  

Support for students with disabilities, learning 
difficulties and long-term health conditions 
works slightly differently at university-level to 
school, college or the workplace. Whatever 
your circumstances, we will help you to get 
the support in place to excel in your studies.

INVESTED IN YOU

Financial Support  

From getting your head around Student 
Loans, to whether you qualify for a Council 
Tax exemption, the YCUC team can help 
you to make sense of all of the funding and 
finance queries that go along with 
university-level study.   

Study Skills   

Whether you’re stepping up to university-level 
study from a Level 3 course, or returning to 
education after many years away, we will 
support you to develop all the study skills you 
need to succeed. All Yeovil College University 
Centre students have access to our dedicated 
YCUC Study Skills Programme.   

Library, Research and Referencing  

Our dedicated university centre Librarian is 
always on-hand to help you to find whatever 
you need for your upcoming assignments, 
and to help you to grow in confidence 
when navigating these resources by yourself.   

Saphron Gafney - HND Business 

“I’ve really enjoyed the course because the class sizes 
are small, which has meant we have received a lot of 1-1 
support. I’d recommend the HND in Business to anyone, I’ve 
loved it so much that I’m staying on an extra year to study for 
the BA (Hons) Business degree top-up qualification.”



15Do Your Degree Differently | 

Many of our University Centre qualifications fall under the umbrella of our Institute of 
Technology (IoT), and as the only centre in South Somerset, IoT students can expect many 
unique features, including high-quality education, superior facilities, leading technology, and 
the benefits of a strong regional partnership. Through our IoT, we offer a clear route into highly 
skilled, high wage employment, targeted towards boosting both local employment and social 
mobility across the country, and play a pivotal role in delivering the technical skills employers 
need to thrive and to create secure, high-quality roles.   

Investing in Higher Education

As we grow our higher and technical programmes, we have made significant investment 
in the redesign and reshaping of our campus, specifically around the qualifications which 
sit within our University Centre. Phase one saw over £2.2 million spent on transforming 20 
spaces, enabling the delivery of sector leading provision in engineering and technology, health, 
computing, science, digital and creative industries. The next phase will be more significant, with 
an investment of around £50 million.  

Much needed technical education and training for the workforce in these areas is now 
significantly enhanced with an additional £1.7 million in new state-of-the-art technology, 
providing apprentices and Higher Education learners with training experiences to enhance their 
knowledge and skills, adding value to their CVs and to the businesses in which they work.  

BUILT FOR SUCCESS

Jennifer Lock - BSc (Hons) Social Work 

“I am so grateful for having the opportunity to learn at 
such a great facility and somewhere that is close to home 
so doesn’t require me to spend hours away from my 
family or in the car travelling! The addition of the new 
Health, Education and Science Centre is a real asset to the 
course and the students learning in that environment.”
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Our top-level apprenticeship programmes involve students working towards work-based 
learning qualifications at Level 4 and above with current, up-to-date content relevant to their 
sector. Higher or Degree Apprenticeships may include a CertHE, HNC, HND, Foundation 
Degree, Bachelor’s Degree, or Professional Qualification element to the qualification, 
depending on the level at which you study. You may also progress to new roles, such as 
management or technical specialists. 

How will it benefit you?  

• You will earn a full-time salary whilst you study. 

• Your employer may cover the cost of any fees for you.  

• You will still be paid when attending scheduled taught sessions.

• It is common that apprentices are offered a permanent job or a promotion at the end of their 
programme. 

HIGHER & DEGREE 
APPRENTICESHIPS

ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION

Access to Higher Education provides the perfect platform to support adults (19+) to develop a new 
set of skills, improve confidence and update their foundation knowledge base to support a change 
of career. It is often used by those people who wish to embark upon university-level study and/or 
who want a transition year before progressing directly to the Yeovil College University Centre, one of 
our partner universities or an alternative institution.  

Access to Higher Education (HE) aims to give adults with significant life experience a fresh chance 
at learning and education. It is a nationally recognised qualification representing an alternative to the 
traditional A level route to university. As well as giving you the opportunity to gain the academic skills you 
will need for a higher level of study, Access qualifications aim to support students so that they increase in 
confidence and develop strong interpersonal skills.

Financial Support for Access to Education  

If you are aged 19 or over, you may be expected to pay full fees, but you will be able to apply for a 
loan under the Government’s Advanced Learner Loans scheme to cover the cost of these fees.  

www.gov.uk/advanced-learner-loan/overview.  

What if you could write off these fees? 

If you complete one of our Access to Higher Education courses and then immediately go on and 
complete a degree or other recognised Higher Education qualification, you won’t have to repay the 
remaining loan for the Access to Higher Education course; in effect, the balance of your Access to 
Higher Education loan will be written off, and you will receive the course for free. 
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OUR UNIVERSITY
CENTRE OFFER
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BUSINESS

A solid understanding of business and commercial principles, coupled with entrepreneurial 
vision, will enable you to develop a strong, prosperous, and exciting career in almost any industry. 
Corporate business careers are available in almost every sector you can think of; all industries need 
strong leaders and managers. A university-level qualification in business is a great way to develop 
many of the transferable skills needed for working in a business environment.

Higher National Diploma (HND) Business

UCAS Code: 2Y1V
Duration: Full-time = 2 years, part-time = 3 years
Awarding Body: Pearson

How will I be taught and assessed?

On this course, you will be taught by an 
experienced teaching team whose expertise and 
knowledge are closely matched to the modules 
studied. Learning will be achieved through a 
combination of class-based activity, 
group-based activity, and independent study. 
These sessions combine tutor input with a wide 
range of participative activities including case 
studies, individual and group problem solving 
activities and student led activities.

What next?  

You could progress to a Level 6 top-up degree 
to get a BA (Hons) qualification. At Yeovil 
College University Centre, we offer the BA 
(Hons) Business Management and Strategy. You 
could also progress into a career in a range of 
sectors including finance, retail and marketing 
and management. 

The HND in Business is a varied programme 
which encompasses a range of business topics. 
It is designed to give you high quality technical 
business information which can lead to a variety 
of careers in the industry. The programme seeks 
to balance both intellectual and practical skills 
and requires you to learn through lectures, 
group work, reflective practice and presenting. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Business and the Business Environment 

• Marketing Processes and Planning  

• Human Resource Management  

• Business Law  

• Innovation and Commercialisation

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

Katarzyna Zylinska, HND Business

“The HND Business course is great for 
people who are looking to open up 
new career opportunities. I’ve found the 
modules we have studied on the course 
have really developed my skills and I know 
that the knowledge I’ve gained will help me 
in securing my dream job once I graduate.”
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BA (Hons) Business Management 
& Strategy (Top-Up)

UCAS Code: J2G5
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

How will I be taught and assessed?  

Learning will be achieved through a 
combination of class-based activity, 
group-based activity and independent study. 
These sessions are designed to actively support 
the development of independent learning 
strategies by the students. Throughout the 
programme different methods of assessment 
will be applied and feedback will be provided to 
you in writing, along with information reflecting 
your performance and recommendations for 
improvement.

What next?  

Graduates from this course can progress to 
careers as Project Managers, Management 
Consultants, Retail Managers, Sales Managers. 
A number of our recent graduates from this 
programme are now working in some of the 
largest businesses in the local region, many of 
whom aspire to reach management positions 
within these businesses. 

This is a top-up programme that seeks to 
consolidate and to build upon your prior 
learning of business and management theories 
and concepts. You will learn about business 
strategy which includes completing your own 
investigative study. The programme also aims to 
further develop your management skills and to 
enable you to apply knowledge and skills to your 
current and future business environments and 
career goals.   

Typical Course Content: 

• Strategic Business and Management 

• Strategic Management of People and Change 

• Investigative study 

• Leadership and Management in Global                                                                                                                                           
  Contexts 

• Strategic Marketing 

• Sustainability and Globally Responsible                                                                                                                                      
   Leadership

• Managing Operations Globally 

• Managing Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.

of our Business and Management 
students agree they found their course

intellectually stimulating*

100%

*NSS 2022
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HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND EARLY YEARS

This is one of the most distinguished times in our history to consider studying Health, Social Care 
and Early Years at Yeovil College University Centre. Not only are employment rates high, the industry 
is growing at a fast pace and our partnerships with key employers, including Somerset County 
Council, enable us to equip learners with the skills and experience employers desire. 

FdA Childhood Studies, Care 
and Education

UCAS Code: 51LK
Duration: Full-time = 2 years, part-time = 3 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

How will I be taught and assessed?

You are taught through a variety of teaching 
methods including lectures, visiting speakers 
and more practical activities. There is a formal 
or ‘summative’ assessment at the end of each 
module. Each module has its own assignment 
brief and assessment method, this may be set 
as an essay, report, seminar, presentation, or 
academic poster and counts as your mark for 
that module.

This Foundation Degree (FdA) is perfect for 
anyone who wants to take their career as an 
early years professional to the next level. It is 
suitable for current and aspiring early years 
practitioners who want to get professional 
recognition with a university-level qualification. 
Upon completion of the course, you will 
be equipped with the specialist knowledge 
and skills needed to support your continued 
development in the Childhood sector. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Theories of Thinking and Learning  

• Documenting Children’s Learning  

• Understanding Curriculum Development  

• Child Development and the Life Course  

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

What next?  

On successful completion of the course, you 
will be able to progress onto the BA (Hons) 
Childhood Studies, Care and Education 
(top-up) or you could go straight into a work 
setting for example within a school or nursery. 

Fran Abbott, FdA and BA (Hons) top-up Childhood Studies, 
Care and Education student at Yeovil College University Centre

Fran studied both her Foundation Degree and BA (Hons) 
top-up qualifications with us, all whilst juggling work and family 
commitments alongside. She told us: “I’ve learned more than I 
ever thought I could, and I’ve achieved higher grades than I ever 
thought possible for me, alongside making friends that will last a 
lifetime.”
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How will I be taught and assessed?  

Similarly to the FdA qualification, you will be 
taught through a variety of teaching methods 
including lectures, visiting speakers and more 
practical activities. Each module will have an 
assignment brief and module guide to support 
your summative assessment. This may be set 
as an essay, report, seminar, presentation or 
academic poster and counts as your mark for 
that module.

This top-up qualification is suitable for individuals 
that already hold a level 5 qualification and wish 
to gain a full level 6 Bachelor’s Degree. This 
course supports the continued development of 
personal attributes and qualities alongside the 
specialist knowledge and skills required to gain a 
senior role, enhancing practice within the wider 
childhood, education and care sector.

Typical Course Content: 

• Social and Cultural Concepts of Childhood 

• Leadership and Change Management  

• Qualitative Research Project 

• Working in the Wider Community

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

BA (Hons) Childhood Studies, Care 
& Education (Top-Up) 

UCAS Code: 62X9
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

What next?  

Students progress into a range of destinations 
upon completing this course. Many undertake 
a Primary PGCE or other teaching qualification. 
Alternatively, you can progress into a range of 
careers, including managerial and higher-level 
posts within the education and care sector. You 
can also progress into postgraduate study, such 
as a Master’s Degree. 

Zoe Cary – BA (Hons) Childhood Studies, Care 
and Education 

“I have absolutely loved my three years at Yeovil 
College University Centre. My tutors have been 
an amazing support and have an excellent 
understanding of the needs of a mature student 
returning to study.”

After completing her studies at Yeovil College 
University Centre, Zoe successfully secured a place 
on a Master’s Degree.



22 | Discover more at www.ycuc.ac.uk | Take a tour at www.yeovil.ac.uk/campus-tours

HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND EARLY YEARS

CertHE Working with Children, 
Young People and Families

UCAS Code: Apply directly through YCUC
Duration: Part-time = 18 months
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

How will I be taught and assessed?  

The course is taught by well qualified and 
industry experienced lectures who are 
dedicated to ensuring student success through 
effective curriculum delivery and high-quality 
pastoral support. A range of assessment 
techniques will be used, including essays, 
reflective assignment, presentations and 
reports. 

What next?  

Upon completion, you could progress into a 
variety of roles where you are providing early 
help and intervention support to children, 
young people and families. This might include 
working in pastoral support in schools, family 
support, housing support or advocacy work. If 
upon completion you wish to continue your 
studies, there are strong links between this 
course and the BSc (Hons) Social Work Degree, 
as well as the FdA and BA (Hons) Childhood 
Studies, Care and Education Degrees. 

This course will allow you to develop the 
knowledge, skills and confidence required to 
make a difference in the lives of children, young 
people and families. You will study a range of 
topics which will ensure you have both the 
theoretical grounding and practical skills to 
develop yourself as an effective, professional, 
and reflective practitioner. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Professional Practice 

• Human Development 

• The Social Context 

• Practice Skills  

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.
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This degree will equip you with the skills and 
knowledge you need for a successful career in 
social work, supporting people through difficult 
times. This includes safeguarding, care and crisis 
intervention, to help bring about positive change 
in circumstances and wellbeing. This course 
is Social Work England approved and enables 
graduates to apply for registration as a Social 
Worker. The course also benefits from strong 
links with Somerset County Council. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Law and Social Policy 

• Social Work Skills  

• Methods and Interventions  

• Development over the Lifespan  

• Ethics, Equality and Diversity 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

How will I be taught and assessed?  

Supported professional practice is a core part 
of the course and to demonstrate this, students 
are required to undertake work placements and 
shadowing experiences. Alongside placement, 
students will also have study time which 
includes scheduled teaching, independent study 
and assessment activity. Learning is interactive 
with lots of group work, discussion and debate, 
role plays and case study projects. Assessment 
for the course is through a variety of methods 
including portfolios evidencing professional 
capabilities, essays, case studies, exam, role play 
and observations.

What next?  

Upon successful completion of the course, 
students will be fully qualified social workers and 
can apply to register with Social Work England.

BSc (Hons) Social Work

UCAS Code: L503
Duration: Full-time = 3 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

“Yeovil College gave 
me the chance to 
prove that I could 
do the course on 
merit and previous 
experience. As a 
mature student, it 
meant a lot to have 
my experience 
taken into account, 
and I’m very 
thankful for that.” 

Jeannette 
Chaning-Pearce – 
BSc (Hons) Social 
Work student

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.
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HND Computing for England

UCAS Code: YDCA
Duration: Full-time = 2 years, part-time = 4 years
Awarding Body: Pearson

COMPUTING

The rapidly expanding and ever-changing world of computing is an exciting place to be, particularly 
at Yeovil College University Centre. Our Computing department has received a significant share of 
the Institute of Technology (IoT) funding which has enabled us to build multiple top-of-the-range, 
industry hardware labs and computer suites. Additionally, the HND in Computing for England is an 
approved Higher Technical Qualification (HTQ), meaning that the qualification has been designed in 
collaboration with employers and businesses so that students get the specific training, knowledge 
and skills required for their chosen career.

The Higher National Certificate in Computing 
programme is a stand-alone Level 4 
qualification. This can then lead onto the 
Higher National Diploma (HND) which is a 
Level 5 qualification. Alternatively, students can 
choose to study the HND from the outset as a 
two-year full-time course, if they prefer. Both 
the HNC and HND are highly recognised and 
respected among IT employers. They have been 
developed to equip learners with key theoretical 
knowledge and vocational skills to make them 
highly competitive in the job market and help 
them excel in today’s IT industry.

How will I be taught and assessed?

Learners benefit from a combination of tutor-led 
sessions, lectures, seminars, group discussions 
and research, visiting speakers, practical activities 
and online materials. Learners also have 
additional support sessions with their personal 
tutor, alongside an expectation that learners 
dedicate some time to individual research and 
self-study. 

What next?  

Students who successfully complete the HNC 
can progress onto the HND qualification. 
Once a student has completed the HND, they 
can either progress directly into IT related 
employment or continue onto a one-year Level 
6 top-up programme to gain a full BSc (Hons) 
Computing Degree. 

HNC Computing for England

UCAS Code: YCCP  
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: Pearson

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.

HND (Top-Up) Computing 
for England

UCAS Code: YTCP
Duration: Full-time = 1 years, part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: Pearson
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How will I be taught and assessed?  

Learners will benefit from a combination of 
tutor-led sessions, lectures, group discussions, 
seminars and research symposiums. The 
learning environment is rich with technology 
tools both in the physical learning space and 
our Virtual Learning Environments. Lessons are 
packed with hands-on practical activities and 
use of simulation software to familiarise learners 
with collaborative development and teamwork.  

We are a Cisco Academy, Microsoft Academy, 
Juniper Academy and Unity Academy. We use 
our academy status to enrich the curriculum 
by injecting vendor qualifications into our 
programme delivery. Students are encouraged 
to complete industry-recognised vendor 
certifications during their programme of study 
e.g. Juniper JNCIA, Cisco Security. 

What next?  

A BSc (Hons) Computing Degree opens doors 
of opportunities to lucrative IT Jobs including 
Software Development, Networking Engineer, 
IT Consultancy, Web Application Developer 
etc. Graduates from this programme acquire 
strong technical and academic knowledge to 
confidently take on high-level job roles and 
management positions. 

This level 6 top-up degree programme is a 
fantastic opportunity for all candidates with a 
level 5 qualification to top it up to a Bachelor’s 
Degree. A degree in computing opens up 
doors to lucrative job opportunities within the 
IT industry. This programme is designed to 
equip learners with the knowledge, high-level 
cognitive skills and familiarity with tools and 
techniques that empowers them to become 
highly productive and competitive in the job 
market. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Advanced Networking and Security 

• Advanced Programming 

• Research Methods  

• User Experience Design 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

UCAS Code: BTCP
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

Graham Hutchings - HNC in Computing  

“Yeovil College provides additional 
opportunities to achieve extra 
components. It’s great to learn theories 
and concepts around computing and 
apply the knowledge and skills in the 
work environment.”

BSc (Hons) Computing (Top-Up)
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Our award-winning Creative Industries department is thriving. Our learners leave us ready to work in 
industry, with impressive portfolios and a lot of hands-on experience. We combine strong practical 
education with excellence in academic teaching to encourage reflective, critical artists, designers, 
and media specialists, helping you to develop the knowledge and techniques you need to gain 
employment. 

FdA Digital Design and Media

UCAS Code: Various
Duration: Full-time = 2 years, part-time = 4 years
Awarding Body: University of Gloucestershire

How will I be taught and assessed?

Students will be taught through structured, 
practical activities and demonstrations in our 
Digital Fab Lab and Craft and Design Space. 
They are encouraged to manage their own 
learning, apply their learning in real-world 
context and develop adaptability and skills 
for research. Critical thinking, creativity and 
employability are key drivers of the design 
curriculum. Students will also get the chance to 
develop their skills whilst working on 
real-life, exciting design briefs. Assessment will 
be through a variety of methods, including 
practical projects, written essays and 
presentations.

On this exciting programme you will explore and 
develop the creative, critical, professional and 
personal skills required in the competitive and 
rapidly changing Creative Industries landscape. 
The Foundation Degree in Digital Design and 
Media gives you the option to specialise in one 
of seven different pathways. 

These are:  

• 3D Design Visualisation;  

• Concept Art for Games and Film; 

• Digital Graphics;  

• Digital Photography;  

• Digital Media; 

• Surface Pattern and Textiles;  

• Visual Effects for Film and Games.

In the first semester of Year 1, students will have 
exposure to all of the pathways available. This 
is to give students a chance to find which area 
they are truly passionate about. 

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.
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Typical Course Content

Some of the modules on this course will 
be studied collaboratively by students on all 
pathways, whilst other modules will be specific 
to the specialist pathway you are studying.  

Examples include:  

• Communication and Visual Culture 

• Creative Visual Research  

• Creative Enterprise 

• Creative Thinking 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

What next?  

After successfully completing the FdA Digital 
Design and Media in their chosen area, students 
could progress onto a Level 6 top-up course 
to allow them to gain a full Bachelor’s Degree 
qualification. Alternatively, students could enter 
the world of employment, either working within 
a creative role in a company or starting their 
own creative business. 

“After the completion of my FDA 
Photography course at Yeovil College 
University Centre, I secured a 
full-time job at Timeless Images as 
their lead editor. I am so very proud 
of this because this step is going 
to be a massive contribution to 
my future career as a Professional 
Photographer.”

Abbey Alderwick – FdA Photography
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Engineering is one of the largest employment 
industries within South Somerset and therefore 
it’s important to us at Yeovil College 
University Centre that we offer the qualifications 
needed to produce highly skilled workers. Our 
engineering provision consists of:  

• Higher National Certificate (HNC) in 
Manufacturing Operations  

• Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher 
National Diploma (HND) in Aeronautical 
Engineering. 

• Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher 
National Diploma (HND) in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

We also offer the possibility to study for a 
BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering with 
Composites. This is usually studied as a degree 
apprenticeship and is delivered through the 
University of Plymouth. 

How will I be taught and assessed?  

Each of these courses are taught by well 
qualified and industry-experienced lecturers 
who are dedicated to ensuring student success 
through effective curriculum delivery and 
high-pastoral support. The team includes 
staff with relevant industrial and engineering 
expertise. You will be assessed using a range 
of methods including essays, presentations, 
assignments,exams, and practical assessments. 

ENGINEERING

Technology is moving faster now than at any time in history and it is our engineers who are driving 
that pace. Engineers will solve many of the problems facing the world today, and our aim is to 
provide a tailored study programme that will give you the specialist knowledge you need to succeed 
in this. 

Higher National Certificate (HNC)
• Aeronautical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Manufacturing Operations 

UCAS Code: Various
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 18 months
Awarding Body: Pearson

Higher National Diploma (HND)
• Aeronautical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering

UCAS Code: Various
Duration: Full-time = 2 years, part-time = 3 years
Awarding Body: Pearson

These can also be studied as top-up courses:
Duration: Full-time = 1 year, part-time = 18 months

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.
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Typical Course Content: 

The modules will vary depending on which 
Engineering course you are studying.

• Engineering Design  

• Mechanical Principles 

• Engineering Mathematics  

• Fundamentals of Thermodynamics and Heat 

Engines 

• Manufacturing Techniques 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

What next?  

Once you successfully achieve your programme 
of study, there are a number of options open 
to you. Firstly, you could progress to the next 
level of academic study. For example, if you 
have completed and achieved a HNC then 
you can apply to go on and study for a HND. 
If you successfully completed a HND then you 
could apply to complete a full BEng Honours 
Degree. Your second option would be to seek 
employment with an engineering company and 
start off your successful career in the workplace. 

“Aviation is something that I’ve always 
been passionate about and that’s why I 
chose to study my apprenticeship with 
Leonardo and YCUC. The facilities are 
second to none and there’s a great level 
of support available to students.”

James Dunlop – Aerospace Engineer 
Degree Apprentice with Leonardo

Facilities

As part of our Institute of Technology status, our 
Engineering facilities have undergone massive 
investment. This has allowed us to dedicate 
space reflective of the industry, apply UK leading 
equipment, such as Armfield C30-10 wind 
tunnel and 3D printers, and create spaces not 
dissimilar to industry-standard design labs.
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SPORT

When you combine your studies with your interest and passion for sport, great things happen.
Whether it is your aim to develop your knowledge of sport, exercise and coaching, or nurture your
talent as an elite athlete, Yeovil College University Centre will help you to stand out from the crowd.

HNC Community Coaching for 
England

Duration: Part-time = 1 year
Awarding Body: Pearson

How will I be taught and assessed?

You will be taught by an experienced teaching
team whose expertise and knowledge are
closely matched to the content of the modules
on the course. Lessons will consist of a mix
of theory and practical sessions. The HNC is 
assessed using a combination of internally 
assessed centre-devised assignments, this 
includes a variety of methods such as essays, 
portfolios, presentations, and practical 
observations.

What next?  

Graduates could continue at university to 
top their qualification up to either a Level 5 
qualification or a full Level 6 Bachelor’s Degree, 
dependent on available entry points.

“I left over 10 years in sales and project 
management to pursue a career in sport 
at Yeovil College University Centre. It was 
important to me to pursue a career I was 
truly happy in and YCUC has provided me 
with the opportunity to do that.”

Adam Ashwell 
HND Sport student

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.

This course will allow students to achieve a
qualification at an equivalent level to the first
year of a degree whilst undertaking a long-term 
placement or apprenticeship within a school or 
sport coaching setting. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Physical Activity 

• Lifestyle and Health  

• The Sports Landscape   

   Modules may vary year-on-year.
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INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING

The Level 5 Diploma in Education and Training is designed to give you the toolkit needed to plan, 
deliver, and assess effective Teaching and Learning. This qualification is an ‘in service’ qualification, 
meaning it is designed for those working or wishing to work as teachers/trainers in England. 
Although, it may be possible for pre-service teachers/trainers to also complete this qualification. 

Level 5 Diploma in Education and 
Training

UCAS Code: Apply directly through YCUC
Duration: Part-time = 2 years
Awarding Body: City & Guilds

How will I be taught and assessed?

This course is led by a highly experienced team. 
This teaching qualification extends investigation 
and research into current practice, theories and 
models relating to education and training. There 
is a requirement for a minimum of 100 hours 
teaching/training practice and a minimum of 
eight teaching/training practice observations, 
which must reach the required standard of 
practice. 

What next?  

Students will have the option to complete 
the Society for Education and Training (SET) 
Professional formation to gain Qualified Teacher 
Learning and Skills (QTLS) status. 

Typical Course Content: 

• Teaching assessment in education and training 

• Developing teaching and learning  

• Theories of education and training 

• Principles and models of education 

• Professional practice and development. 

   Modules may vary year-on-year.

Kate Carne-Gaines -  Level 5 Diploma in 
Education and Training

“Completing the Level 5 in Education 
and Training has made myself and my 
family very proud of my achievements, 
the hard work and commitment has been 
worth it and has opened up new career 
opportunities for me. The topics covered 
are also very relatable and have improved 
my teaching.”

To find out more about specific modules, entry requirements, course expenses and how to 
apply, please visit www.ycuc.ac.uk where you’ll find the most up-to-date information.



32 | Discover more at www.ycuc.ac.uk | Take a tour at www.yeovil.ac.uk/campus-tours

Yeovil
College

Yeovil College
University
C e n t r e

Yeovil College, Mudford Road, 
Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 4DR

01935 845454
university.centre@yeovil.ac.uk
www.ycuc.ac.uk

Yeovil College has made every effort to ensure that the details contained in this prospectus are correct at publications. 
Yeovil College is not liable for any omissions or errors contained within this document. For full details - www.yeovil.ac.uk


