
Dear students,  

In response to recent government announcements regarding the easing of lockdown restrictions and direction for schools 
and colleges to welcome students back to site from 8th March, I would like to share our plans with you.  

We intend to resume face to face delivery on site from the 8th of March, this will principally be back to the Term 1 
timetable which all students followed. You will already be aware that this blended approach helped to keep the college 
campus a very safe place to be throughout the first term. The familiarity with this routine will help to reduce any 
uncertainty about where and when to be in college, greatly assisting us all in returning to campus with the least disruption 
as possible. To clarify, lessons that happened in college in Term 1 will again happen in college, sessions which were 
delivered through Teams, including maths and English, will again be delivered through Teams.  

I am sure you will already know that the government have requested that school and 
college staff and students receive lateral flow tests as campus attendance commences. It is advised that three tests 
take place from the college campus for students over the initial few weeks and then testing is completed from home 
twice weekly from that point. All testing will be coordinated from college, with home testing kits issued to students as 
appropriate and on a regular basis. Testing will begin on site from 1st March for those students who can safely travel to 
access a test before their first day in college.

Please see the Event bright link attached to book the first of your 3 lateral flow tests. It is essential you have your college 
ID with you when on campus and when attending for your test. You will also require a mobile phone, to enable you to 
register and receive your results. 

For students where it is not, on balance, safe enough to travel to access a test outside of a normal college attendance 
day, they should access and book a test on their first time-tabled day in college.  Ideally this would not be during taught 
lessons, but as we are limited to approximately 60 tests per hour, it is likely that your test could take place during a lesson 
time. This is unavoidable, but it should only take 10 to 15 minutes and will only be for the first three weeks, so will be of 
minimum disruption to learning.  

Although we are delighted to welcome more students back to site,  I need to stress that we are doing so in the safest 
way possible, with learners being back on site on average for approximately 50% of their timetable, as was the case 
in Term 1. The number of new cases per day, people in hospital and very sadly deaths, is still much higher than when 
college resumed in September.  It is therefore imperative we all adhere to the spirit and letter of government and college 
rules, the main points being.

• Learners must always wear their ID and face covering on-site in all classroom’s workshops and when moving around 
campus 

• Learners must continue to bring what they need for the day, including all food and drink. Going into town for a sandwich 
or a drink is not in the spirit of these current restrictions, so students are now prohibited from mixing with other students 
off-site. Walking into town or Tesco for a sandwich in a small group is now not permissible.  

• Limit moving around campus as much as possible except when necessary to attend the testing site or to use toilet 
facilities.

For the few students who smoke, there is a large socially distanced smoking area in our top car park, and this is the only 
place students or staff can smoke on-site. They cannot smoke immediately adjacent to our site. 

 
I thank you for your support and cooperation in helping us maintain the safety of our student and staff community. 

Thanks

Mark Bolton,
CEO & Principal of Yeovil College
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