
Dear student,

Throughout the pandemic, our lecturers and support staff have worked tirelessly to ensure that student pro-
gress and life chances were not negatively impacted. We have always taken the approach that we should plan 
for the worst and hope for the best, and student and staff welfare and progress are the touch points for all of 
our decision making.

The debate about running exams and assessments for the 10% of our students who were due to take them 
this January, has been guided by the points above. I have left the debate open so that we did not inadvertently 
diminish the chances of our students. We did not want to cancel exams without understanding how this might 
impact students grades in the longer term.

We have a range of learners scheduled to take exams/assessments in the coming weeks, full time learners, 
apprentices and adults, who need these assessments to move ahead in their careers, so the decisions cannot 
be taken lightly.

A further consideration is that our learners are ahead of their peers from previous years and other institutions 
around the country and have enjoyed almost completely uninterrupted attendance since September as a result 
of the approach we have taken. We feel that if our learners could safely demonstrate this knowledge via an 
exam or assessment, it would be to their advantage and would likely put them ahead in a national context.

The other very significant consideration is safety and we have thought about this in terms of travel to and from 
the assessment, good COVID measures during the assessment for students and staff, and using lateral flow 
tests in advance of the exam to further provide security. We are unable to completely eliminate risk, but we 
genuinely believe that attending an assessment at Yeovil College is significantly safer than a visit to a supermar-
ket or almost any other venue.

The government have given us the autonomy to decide, but until today we had not reached any decision to 
run or cancel any exams in the weeks ahead. We sought the views of students and parents to help us decide, 
taking into account as much information and as many views as possible. Regardless of our decision, it is of 
course the right of every individual to choose whether to attend the exam.

We have carefully gathered all the available information about the scheduled assessments in January, including 
conversations with stakeholders, students, parents, lecturers and employers. We have analysed the further op-
portunities to postpone assessments without disadvantaging any learners. We have conducted this work thor-
oughly and at the quickest pace possible without compromising the integrity of the decision.

Of the originally planned 150 individuals who were scheduled to take assessments in January, approximately 40 
candidates are now still scheduled. The decision to proceed with these few assessments has been taken with 
the candidates, however we will continue to review the situation if the safety risk changes.

The scheduled mock assessments will be completed online from February so that we have the best audit trail 
and safety net to assist all learners secure the best outcome for their programmes.

Thank you all for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

Mark Bolton
CEO and Principal of Yeovil College
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