
Dear student,
 
I am sure you will be aware that the government announcement on the 4th of January informed us that all schools and 
colleges were to switch to online learning from the 5th of January until February half term, which for us this will be 12th of 
February.

Aside from the duration of the switch to online learning, this was not entirely a surprise given the current national position. 
Whilst it's disappointing that the large majority of learners will not be onsite during the next 6 weeks doing the things they 
enjoy, we are in an enviable position with the technology we have at Yeovil College to maintain and accelerate the pro-
gress of our learners.

We always want the best for every one of our learners and I see this as an opportunity to get further ahead, improving 
grades and supporting you all using the Teams environment. If we capitalise on the situation we find ourselves in, we can 
create the space after half term to undertake more enrichment opportunities and spend more time in our brilliant practical 
environments.
 
As communicated to you over the Christmas break, we had planned for almost all learners to attend their sessions remote-
ly from the 4th to the 15th of January. This will now be extended through to the 12th of February. The extended period of 
Teams based learning means it is incredibly important that learners have good access to the technology needed to engage 
in their sessions. Students who have previously attended college to access their Teams sessions because of challenges 
accessing them from home, should contact their tutor immediately so they can make similar access arrangements. The 
Teams timetable will mirror the 'normal' timetable, with the same number of study hours, the same times and the same 
days. It will not mean less taught time or a gap in learning.
 
Any students whose parents or carers are key workers are also able to attend college to access their Teams sessions if 
required. If attending college is something you need to do because of your home circumstances, you should contact your 
tutor immediately to make appropriate arrangements to attend onsite. 
  
Students attending college during this period will be required to use face coverings whilst on site at all times, including 
when in classrooms. We will continue to have rooms well ventilated and with the current weather, wearing warm clothing 
when attending college is advised.

Implementing lateral flow test screening for the majority of our learners will be pushed back to the weeks of 8th and 15th 
of February to ensure mass screening for full opening from 22nd of February is achieved. We plan to use the lateral flow 
screening for the small number of staff and students on site during week beginning 11th of January. More details and con-
sent forms will be distributed to the appropriate students over the next week.
 
Many of our learners have been preparing to undertake exams and assessments during January and at this point the gov-
ernment have not issued a statement to cancel them. Exams that were going to commence today have been postponed 
until February, but for the majority of the scheduled assessments we do not have the same flexibility. I intend to review the 
situation in the days ahead in light of any new information and consider the views of students and their parents. 

If you are scheduled to take an exam this month and you have a strong view, please share it with your tutor. I appreciate 
this is a no-win situation, as educationally it is in the student's best interests to take the exams, but the current circumstanc-
es are far from perfect. If they do go ahead it will be with significant additional precautions to further minimise any risk, but 
it can't be completely eliminated. With small numbers attending, limiting numbers in rooms, testing, ventilation and adher-
ence to the 'hands, face, space' protocols, we are confident we can manage the process safely.
 
I feel that the timetable we have successfully delivered since September puts us in a great position to meet this latest chal-
lenge and for us it really is business as usual.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for working with us during this difficult period and as more information reach-
es us, we will share any changes to plans or details as soon as we can. I feel that together we can take advantage of the 
current situation and ensure that all of our learners keep making excellent progress.  
 
Yours sincerely  
  
Mark Bolton  
CEO and Principal

Yeovil
College


